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Overview  

 
The Israeli acts ï the Israeli Army and settlers alike- reflect clear and explicit declaration 

the Israeli stand toward the peace process, which aims to undermine and even eliminate 

any chance for the Palestinians to have an independent viable state; especially when 

Israel is dealing with the international efforts to move the peace process forward with 

ridicule as they claim one thing and practice on the ground something else making it 

quite clear that Israel is inevitably moving with its expansion  and unilateral separation 

plans, which serves its interests and contradicts the signed agreements with the 

Palestinian side and more importantly the internationally led efforts to revive the peace 

process. Under such circumstance it became evident that both the Israeli and Palestinians 

working on different agenda; making the prospect for a mutual negotiated peace 

settlement to the conflict unattainable goal.  

 

During the designated time of this report (June 13, 2014 ï May 31, 2015) the Israeli 

occupation Army and its political entity have taken advantage of the regional turbulence 

and storming events in order to fortify its grip on the occupied Palestinian territory (oPt). 

To this end, the Israeli Army confiscated some 416,094 Dunums from Palestinians for 

various pretexts, demolished 237 Palestinian houses, and uprooted more than 11,875 

trees. Moreover, Israel continued insistently with building and expansion in the 

settlementsô built-up area as the tenders issued to construct housing units in various 

Israeli settlements during the time set in this report accumulate to 6,299. 

 

To that, during the designated time of this report, the Israeli Army issued 281 military 

orders to carryout its plans in the occupied West Bank territory that included houseôs 

demolishing, land confiscation, uprooting trees, among others. 
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Israeli Military Orders  

 
Israel has always tried to escape its status as an occupier of the Palestinian territory by 

attempting to justify its existence as an administrative to the occupied territory. For this 

reason, Israel resorted to military orders to validate its belligerent acts, using its ñmilitary 

purposesò pretext to violate the international humanitarian laws and the United Nations 

Security Council resolutions. Following the signing of the Oslo Accord in 1993, Israel 

has issued thousands of military orders to contemplate its plans to consolidate its control 

over the occupied territory starting from building and expanding settlements and bypass 

roads, confiscation lands, etc and ending up with the Segregation Wall. However, many 

of the military orders were not made available for public or to those of concern to this 

day, and the ones that were available were recorded subsequently. 

 

As for the designated time of this report, the Israeli Army has issued 281 military orders 

were issued in the Palestinian governorates; each to its purpose as listed in the following 

pie chart 1. 

 

Chart 1 
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Israeli Military orders issued in oPt 
(June 2014- May 2015)

Grace Period to Submit Objection
to Demolishing Orders
Notice to Halt Construction

Notice to halt construction and
demolish of existing construction
Land seizure order

Notice for Evacuation- State Land

Notice for Evacuation - Military
uses
Notice for Evacuation- closed area

Evacuation- Nature Reserve

Order to seize properties

State Property Order

Land seizure order- closed area
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Land Confiscation  

 
The consecutive Israeli governments adopted a policy to acquire much of the West Bank 

lands to build and expand the Israeli settlements by employing different methods; most 

renowned of which, ñSecurity,ò which is also, how Israel was able to restrict Palestinian 

townsô development on the remaining areas. 

 

Consequently, Israel has devised its own set of laws; tailoring different procedures to 

acquire Palestinian lands based on ratified ottoman and Jordanian laws and even though 

all the consecutive Israeli governments adopted the settlement policy in the occupied 

Palestinian territory, each had a different approach to realize their shared objective, which 

is to maintain the settlement program constantly active. Accordingly, military 

expropriation of land for the settlements' benefit continued until the 1979; until the Elon 

Moreh ruling, which refuted land confiscation using military orders to make land 

available for new settlements or expansion of existing ones. However, Israel has moved 

on to what it later refereed to as a more effective method to grab Palestinian land and that 

by using the "state land" pretext to control the land, nevertheless, the Israeli military 

continued to provide indirect support for the settlements and the state land pretext, when 

it took over site under military use pretext and facilitate the infrastructure (water, 

electricity, roads, etc) before the location is relinquished to be declared a state land and 

handed over to the Israeli settlers. Even more, the government of Israel continued to 

facilitate and encourage private Israeli initiative to control land through the private 

market sales. Such illegal methods enabled Israel to control on hundreds of thousands of 

dunums, which ultimately denied Palestinian from their right to carry out any 

development to their communities. The Israeli manipulated such methods to alter the 

administrative boundaries of the West Bank districts and later on in the Oslo accord to 

draw out the line of the 1995 second Interim agreement.  

 

Over the course of the Israeli continues occupation, Israel employed the following 

methods for the acquisition of Palestinian lands for the benefit of the Israeli settlements 

and other purposes.   

 

1. Acquisition by Declaring ñState Landò 

2. Acquisition by Declaring ñAbandoned Landò 

3. Acquisition by Declaring ñLands for Military Purposesò 

4. Acquisition by Declaring ñClosed Military Zonesò  

5. Acquisition by Declaring ñExpropriation for Public Servicesò  

 

Since 1967, Israel utilized all the laws that were once running in this part of the land; at 

least the ones that it can make use of to justify its occupation in an attempt to legalize the 

various methods it uses to carryout its systematic policy to confiscate Palestiniansô lands 

to make it available for the occupation Army or/ and for the Israeli settlers. For decades 

now, Israel grabbed the Palestiniansô private lands in oPt to build and expand settlements 

or to construct and increase the bypass roads network. During the time of this report, 
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Israel as an entity along with the Israeli settlers confiscated/ destroyed seized for so-

called ñmilitary purposesò 416,094 Dunums of Palestinian land in the West Bank.  

 

The following reflect data source of information for Land Confiscation along with 

examples of related military orders. 

(June 13, 2014 ï May 31, 2015) 

 

July 2014 

1. Israeli Occupation Army (IOA) notified the Palestinians in Deir Sharaf and An- 

Naqura villages, north of Nablus city, that the IOA will confiscate 16 dunums of 

Palestinian land.  The IOA handed out the residents the military order No. 

T/19/14. (Wattan 4 July 2014) 
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August 2014 

2. IDF orders West Bank village land seized for settler road. The road, like the 

nearby Amona outpost, was constructed without a permit. The Israel Defense 

Forces has issued an expropriation order for land in the West Bank village of Ein 

Yabrud, so that settlers from the nearby Amona outpost can continue using a road 

that crosses the land. The 6.4-dunam (slightly over an acre) plot is owned by 

Palestinians. The road, like Amona itself, was built without a permit. Last 

summer, after the High Court of Justice heard at length a petition filed by the 

Yesh Din human rights organization on behalf of the landowners, part of the road 

was destroyed. A new access road was rebuilt along what had been a public road 

when the Jordanians controlled the West Bank, from 1948 to 1967. But the new 

road was just four meters wide, and a sharp curve made it nearly impassable to 

buses. Last winter, settlers began widening the road without authorization, so that 

it again encroached on private Palestinian land. The state said it would try to stop 

the illegal roadwork, and the cabinet secretary instructed a team of transportation 

experts to find a legal solution to the problem of access to Amona, itself an 

unauthorized outpost that was built illegally on private Palestinian land. The 

experts were unable to provide such a solution, given the absence of either land 

rights or a zoning plan in the relevant area. That led to a decision to expropriate, 

for military use, the land on which the original access road was built. The order 

was secretly issued by GOC Central Command Maj. Gen. Nitzan Alon in May, 

but the Palestinians learned of it only in July.  Attorneys Michael Sfard and 

Shlomy Zachary of Yesh Din returned to the High Court. They claimed the 

expropriation order suffered from several legal flaws, above all the fact that the 

land would apparently be used for an access road to Amona. That would make the 

order ipso facto illegal, they wrote, ñBecause an expropriation order is supposed 

to be issued only for vital and urgent security needs.ò The courtôs ruling on this 

issue, as well as on the fate of most of the outpostôs houses, is still pending. 

Though expropriation orders are supposed to be used only for security purposes, 

at one time, settlements were routinely built on land expropriated through such 

orders. But in 1979, the High Court ruled this practice illegal, and the state 

complied. That makes the expropriation order issued for Amonaôs benefit 

extremely unusual. (Haaretz 8 August 2014) 

3. Israel recognizes 4,000 dunam in Gush Etzion as state land. Settlement Gva'ot 

now declared part of Israeli land in West Bank; Peace Now: 'This is a message to 

the Palestinians that Israel would negotiate with Hamas and at the same time 

destroy chance to reach true accord with moderates.' Israel announced Sunday that 

it will recognize the 4,000 dunam (according to the order: 3799 dunums) Gva'ot 

settlement in the West Bank as state land. The IDF said there was no Palestinian 

claim on the area in question, but those against the decision could file their 

objections within 45 days. Gva'ot, located at the western part of Gush Etzion, is 

officially considered a neighborhood of the settlement Alon Shvut. In actuality, it 

operates as a separate community a few kilometers away. Gva'ot has not been 

officially recognized by Israel since it was built without zoning permits, so in 

order to start the process of declaring it a recognized community, the state had to 

http://www.haaretz.com/news/diplomacy-defense/.premium-1.609313
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delineate the boundaries of the community. Most of the territories in the West 

Bank are divided to three categories: private land (whose ownership is registered 

with the state), state land (areas that haven't been worked and are not listed in the 

with the Israel Land Authority that are considered state-owned), and lands under 

survey or "admot seker" (land that has reverted to the state due to lack of use for 

10 years and lack of registered ownership, but which has yet to be declared as 

such). These surveys, which in many cases take years to carry out, aim to 

determine the ownership of the land based on several criteria. In most cases, the 

declaration of status is delayed because the government has yet to make the 

decision on the issue. Gva'ot is located in the heart of Gush Etzion, near the hill 

on which the men of the Haganah Convoy of 35 were killed during Israel's War of 

Independence in 1948. In order to create territorial continuity from the 

communities to the Green Line, the government decided in 1982 to build a Nahal 

settlement in Gva'ot. (Ynetnews 31 August 2014) 

 

http://www.ynetnews.com/articles/0,7340,L-4565930,00.html
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4. Israeli Occupation Authorities handed out a military order to confiscate 10.716 

dunums of Palestinian land in Sair town, north of Hebron city. The targeted land 

is owned by Abu Shanab and Shalalda families. (Wafa 31 August 2014) 

 


